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Oikos Membership Affirmations
I have read the following documents and I assent to their content.  I will live by the Oikos Covenant of Discipleship, I will submit to the Oikos Church Discipline Statement and I fully support and affirm the Oikos Doctrinal Statement.  If I ever find that my personal beliefs and convictions diverge from the ideas and precepts expounded in those documents, I will immediately take up the issue with the elders of Oikos Community Church. 

· Oikos Covenant of Discipleship

· Oikos Doctrinal Statement

· Oikos Church Discipline Statement

Signature





Date

Signature





Date

	Class Description
	Notes
	Initials
	Initials

	Oikos Doctrinal Statement Session 
	Must be attended in person - a makeup session will be scheduled for those that need it)
	 
	 

	History of the Church
	
	 
	 

	Oikos Mission and Church Covenant Session
	
	 
	 


Please return this document to the Oikos elders.  

Oikos Covenant of Discipleship
Section A - Basis for the Covenant

The basis upon which we are able to make a covenant with each other as members of Oikos Community Church is as follows:

1. We believe that the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, is the Word of God and, thus, the final authority in our lives;

2. We believe that, because of our sinfulness, we need a Savior and that we, therefore, cannot trust in our own works, but must trust in Jesus Christ alone and in the sufficiency of His works;

3. We acknowledge Jesus Christ as the sovereign Lord of our lives and believe that, by His grace, we can serve Him and turn from whatever displeases Him to a life that is pleasing to God; and

4. We believe that this congregation of God's people will help us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our God and Savior, and are willing to submit to the authority of the spiritual leadership of this congregation as those who uphold its Constitution, who care for our spiritual well-being, and who must give an account to the Lord on the last day.

Section B - Commitments of the Covenant

Upon this basis, therefore, we covenant together as Members of Oikos Community Church to lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him.

1. Worship - We promise, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to worship the Triune God in spirit and in truth - privately, in our families, and together as the Body of Christ; and to obey God in every area of our lives as an expression of our worship of Him.

2. Leadership of our Homes – We will train our children in the reverence and admonition of the Lord.  We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion; to educate our children in the Christian faith; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances and to practice hospitality.  

3. Character - We also promise to exhibit a Christ-like character in our individual lives, in our families, in the church, and in every area where we have influence, as a witness to the world of the reality of the living God.

4. Care for Brothers and Sisters – We will strive to exhibit a Christ-like care and watchfulness over each other by faithfully encouraging, exhorting, and admonishing one another that each of us may grow in our obedience to and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ in all areas of our life; to demonstrate our love for the Lord and our loyalty to one another by warning and rebuking another brother who may be overtaken in a fault or sin according to the steps in Matthew 18:14-17; to employ each and every member's gifts to the furtherance of the Church's purity, worship, and building up of the Body of Christ.  

5. Giving - We further promise to give of our time, talent and means in the measure that God has prospered us so that we might share with those in need, first within the Body of Christ, and then in the community and throughout the world, as a witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and to commit ourselves to the proclamation of the Gospel throughout the world.

6. Peace Keeping – We pledge to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to abstain from all appearance of evil, to pray for the unity of the church and for victory over evil and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Saviour.

7. Prayer and Bible Reading - All of this is impossible without prayer and the guidance of God’s Word.  We will commit ourselves to daily spending time with the Lord in the primary spiritual disciplines of imploring His aid and seeking His wisdom in the Word.  

Being mindful of our own weaknesses and insufficiency, and knowing that of ourselves we can do nothing, we humbly implore God's help and guidance in our solemn endeavor to fulfill this Covenant.
Oikos Church Discipline

It shall be the basic purpose of Oikos Community Church to emphasize to its members that every reasonable measure will be taken to assist any troubled member. The Eldership, other members of the church staff, and Deacons are available for counsel and guidance. Reconciliation rather than punishment should be the guideline that governs the attitude of one member toward another. 

Should some serious condition exist which would cause a member to become a liability to the general welfare of the church, every reasonable measure will be taken by the Senior Teaching Elder and by the Elders to resolve the problem in accordance with Matthew 18:15-35, I Corinthians 5:1-13, II Corinthians 2:1-11. All such proceedings shall be pervaded by a spirit of Christian kindness and forbearance. 

If it is determined that the welfare of the church will best be served by the exclusion of the member, the church may take this action by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a meeting called for this purpose; and the church may proceed to declare the offender to be no longer in the membership of the church. 

Any person whose membership has been terminated for any condition which has made it necessary for the church to exclude him may upon his request be restored to membership by the recommendation of the Eldership and an affirmation vote of the church upon evidence of his repentance and reformation.

I. Definitions

A. The Church

The church is a holy community created by God and intended to reflect His character and glory in the midst of a fallen world.  God loves the church and His ultimate purpose for His church is to make it a gift to His Son; thus He calls it the Bride of Christ.  For this reason the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are constantly at work to purify the church and bring her to maturity (Eph 4:7-16; 5:25-27).

B. Life in the Church

The Bible provides standards from God for the faith and life of all who are a part of the church.  Elders are commissioned by God to instruct, govern and preserve local churches within these bounds of doctrine and practice.  In addition, He calls individual church members to both apply the Word to themselves and also to encourage and admonish one another in it.  

C. Church Discipline

Church discipline is the corrective process which God has given to the church when a member persists in sin.  Such persistent sins may be:

•Personal – sins which wrong or injure particular individuals; e.g. slander, anger, bitterness, theft (Matt 18:15-20)

•General – sins which are not directed at a particular individual; e.g. heresy, divisiveness, immorality, drunkenness (Gal 1:8-9; Rom 16:17-18; 1Cor 5)

•Private – sins known only to a few (Matt 18:15; Prov 25:9-10)

•Public – sins which are conspicuous and widely known (1Cor 5:13)

Church discipline is neither intended to humiliate someone nor to seek revenge. It is an expression of God’s fatherly love (Prov 3:11-12).  Those involved in bringing this correction are to be motivated by sincere love and their words and actions are to combine both grace and truth.

II. Purpose

The purpose of this gift from God is threefold:

•The glory of God (Eph 3:20-21)

•The unity and purity of the church (Eph 5:25-27)

•The restoration of the straying church member (Matt 18:15-17)

III. Practice

A. Self-discipline.  God calls every believer to be conformed into the image of His Son.  This involves hearing and obeying God's Word and results in each believer disciplining himself so as to conform to his Savior.  We recognize that most “church discipline” situations start and end here, with the believer diligently applying God's Word to his life (1 Cor. 9:24-27).

B. Minor offenses.  Though in Christ every believer has been declared righteous, the Christian life is a process of gradual change, of becoming in character what God has declared us in standing.  This means that every Christian will exhibit flaws and imperfections and every relationship will include some measure of tension and disharmony.  Minor offenses are those that do not endanger the safety or well-being of a believer, a relationship or a church.  In light of the Gospel, these are best overlooked, in the manner in which God forbears and overlooks many such traits in us (Prov 19:11; Rom 15:1; 1Pet 4:8).

C. Process for addressing sin in a fellow believer.  Where self-discipline fails and where a believer sins in a manner that should not be overlooked, God provides direction for what to do.  Ordinarily the process moves through stages, as described by Jesus himself in Matthew 18:15-17.  At each stage the goal is to secure the repentance and restoration of the sinning brother or sister.  For this reason each stage may include more than one meeting.  The process ceases whenever the straying member evidences believable repentance and is restored to the Lord and others.

1. Private inquiry.  When a Christian sees another church member that appears to be engaged in sin that is repeated or serious , normally he should privately, gently and graciously approach that person to inquire and, if necessary, to confront.  If repentance is required and takes place, the process ends.  If there is disagreement over the need for repentance or if there is refusal to repent, he should involve one or two others  (Matt 18:15; Gal 6:1; Luke 17:3).

2. Establishing the matter with witnesses.  The concerned Christian should now involve one or two other church members, perhaps including a Home Church leader or Elder, and return to the brother or sister caught in sin.  If this group confirms that the brother or sister is in fact sinning, is unrepentant and is unwilling to change, then the pastors of the church should be informed so that they can confirm the facts and appeal for change (Matt 18:16; Deut 19:15).

3. Telling the church.  If the straying brother or sister remains unwilling to change, failing to heed various appeals from members and/or Elders, the Elders normally will inform the church of the member and the sin.  Church members will be urged to pursue the erring member and appeal for repentance (Matt 18:17; 1Tim 5:20).

4. Excluding from church membership.  If, after a reasonable period of time, the member under discipline does not change, then the Elders will inform the church again, this time acting to remove that person from church membership and instruct the church to treat the excluded member as an unbeliever.  This means the church will no longer treat the person as a Christian, in that sense having no ‘fellowship’ with him or her, and instead will seek to preach the Gospel to him, calling him to repentance and faith in Christ (Matt 18:17; 1Cor 5:5; 2Thes 3:14-15; 1Tim 1:20).

5. Appeal.  If at any point a church member believes he is being treated unjustly or inappropriately in the disciplinary process, he is welcome to appeal to the Elder team of Oikos.

D. Public sins.  The Elders may decide to abbreviate or eliminate the above process if the sin is especially conspicuous or serious, or if the member proves to be divisive, disruptive or is seen as a threat to lead others into sin (Rom 16:17; 1Cor 5:13; Titus 3:10-11).

E. Disciplinary actions.  As the disciplinary process progresses through the above stages, the actions that may be taken include, but are not limited to, private and public admonition, withholding of the Lord’s Supper, withdrawal of fellowship and removal from membership  (1Cor 11:17-34).

F. Restoration.  The restoration of the straying believer stands at the heart of the practice of church discipline.   Throughout the disciplinary process the Elders will seek to define a biblically informed pathway of repentance for the sinning member.  If a member is removed from membership, the Elders will urge the church members to continue to seek opportunities to call the person to repentance and faith in Christ.  When the church has been made aware of an individual’s sin, they will also be made aware of an individual’s repentance in a way that is appropriate to the situation and the good of the church, ensuring that as many people as possible may rejoice (Gal 6:1; Luke 15:7; 2Cor 2:5-11).

G. If a member leaves the church to avoid or cut short the disciplinary process.  At times a member may withdraw from the church to avoid or cut short church discipline and its consequences.  The Elders and members of our church recognize our obligation and opportunity to restore the wandering member to the Lord and to His church.  While the church cannot force a withdrawing member to remain in this congregation, the church has the right and responsibility to restore, to bring the disciplinary process to an orderly conclusion, and to make final determination as to the person’s membership status at the time withdrawal is sought or acknowledged.  If the Elders learn that a member who left under church discipline is now attending another church, the Elders may inform that church of the situation, seeking to encourage the brother or sister to repent and be restored to the Lord and to any people he or she have offended.  The Elders may also warn the other church to be on guard against harm that the accused might do to their members (Eph 4:1-6).

H. Receiving excluded members.  People who attend our church, but have been excluded from another church, will not be allowed to partake of the ordinances, become members or participate in the fellowship of the church until they have repented of their sins, made a reasonable effort to be reconciled, and satisfied any biblically legitimate requirements of their former church (Matt 5:23-24; Eph 4:24-27).

I have read and will abide by the preceding document concerning Oikos Church Discipline.  

Doctrine

Oikos stands in the tradition of the historic reformed church. 
We affirm the five “Solas” of the Reformation: 

"Sola Scriptura" - Scripture Alone
"Sola Gratia" - Grace Alone 
"Sola Fide" - Faith Alone
"Solus Christus" - Christ Alone
"Soli Deo Gloria" - To the Glory of God Alone 

Statement of Faith

1 God and the Trinity 
We believe in the one true and living God, in three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, who is invisible, personal, omnipresent, eternal, dependent on none, unchanging, truthful, trustworthy, almighty, sovereign, omniscient, righteous, holy, good, loving, merciful, long-suffering and gracious.

( 1 Corinthians 8:4, 6; Deuteronomy 6:4; Jeremiah 10:10; Isaiah 48:12; Exodus 3:14; John 4:24; 1 Timothy 1:17; Deuteronomy 4:15, 16; Malachi 3:6; 1 Kings 8:27; Jeremiah 23:23; Psalms 90:2; Genesis 17:1; Isaiah 6:3; Psalms 115:3; Isaiah 46:10; Proverbs 16:4; Romans 11:36; Exodus 34:6, 7; Hebrews 11:6; Nehemiah 9:32, 33; Psalms 5:5, 6; Exodus 34:7; Nahum 1:2, 3; John 5:26; Psalms 148:13; Psalms 119:68; Job 22:2, 3; Romans 11:34-36; Daniel 4:25, 34, 35; Hebrews 4:13; Ezekiel 11:5; Acts 15:18; Psalms 145:17; Revelation 5:12-14 )
2 The Holy Scripture 

We believe that Almighty God has revealed all that is necessary to life and salvation in the sixty-six books of Holy Scripture, which are the Word of God. All Scripture was given by inspiration of God, is infallible and inerrant, and is the final arbiter in all disputes. Its authority is derived from its Author and not from the opinions of men.

( 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Isaiah 8:20; Luke 16:29, 31; Ephesians 2:20; Romans 1:19-21; Romans 2:14,15; Psalms 19:1-3; Hebrews 1:1; Proverbs 22:19-21; Romans 15:4; 2 Peter 1:19,20 )
3 Adam Our Representative 
We believe that God made our first father Adam perfect, holy and upright. He was appointed representative and head of the human race, thereby exposing all his offspring to the effects of his obedience or disobedience to God's commands. 

( Romans 5:12-19; 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22, 45, 49; Psalms 51:5; Job 14:4; Ephesians 2:3; Romans 6:20 Romans 5:12; Hebrews 2:14, 15; 1 Thessalonians 1:10 )
4 The Fall and Its Effects 
We believe that Adam fell from his original righteousness into sin and brought upon himself and all his offspring death, slavery to a sin nature, condemnation, and spiritual and physical death. 

( Genesis 2:16, 17; Genesis 3:12,13; 2 Corinthians 11:3; Romans 3:23; Romans 5:12, etc; Titus 1:15; Genesis 6:5; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10-19; Romans 5:12-19; 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22, 45, 49; Psalms 51:5; Job 14:4; Ephesians 2:3; Romans 6:20; Hebrews 2:14, 15; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; Romans 8:7; Colossians 1:21; James 1:14, 15; Matthew 15:19 )
5 Man's Inability 
We believe it is utterly beyond the power of fallen man to love God, to keep His laws, to understand the gospel, to repent of sin or to trust in Christ. 

( Romans 5:6; Romans 8:7; Ephesians 2:1, 5; Titus 3:3-5; John 6:44 )
6 Election 
We believe that God, before the foundation of the world, for His own glory did elect an incalculable host of men and women to eternal life as an act of free and sovereign grace. This election was in no way dependent upon His foresight of human faith, decision, or works of merit. 

( Romans 8:30; Romans 11:7; Ephesians 1:10, 11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 14; Ephesians 2:1-6; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 1:17, 18; Ezekiel 36:26; Deuteronomy 30:6; Ezekiel 36:27;  Psalm 110:3; Song of Solomon 1:4; 2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 2:8; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 2:5; John 5:25; Ephesians 1:19, 20 )
7 Christ Our Representative 
We believe that God sent His Son into the world, conceived of the virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit, unchangeably sinless, both God and man, born under the law, to live a perfect life of righteousness on behalf of His elect people. 

( Isaiah 42:1; 1 Peter 1:19, 20; Acts 3:22; Hebrews 5:5, 6; Psalms 2:6; Luke 1:33; Ephesians 1:22, 23; Hebrews 1:2; Acts 17:31; Isaiah 53:10; John 17:6; Romans 8:30; John 6:37; John 10:15, 16; John 17:9; Romans 5:10; John 17:6; Ephesians 1:9; 1 John 5:20; Romans 8:9, 14; Psalms 110:1; 1 Corinthians 15:25, 26; John 3:8; Ephesians 1:8 )
8 Particular Redemption 
We believe that God's Son died at Calvary to effect propitiation, reconciliation, redemption and atonement for His elect people. God bore testimony to His acceptance of His Son's work by raising Him bodily from the dead. 

( Matthew 22:14; Matthew 13:20, 21; Hebrews 6:4, 5; John 6:44, 45, 65; 1 John 2:24, 25; Acts 4:12; John 4:22; John 17:3 )
9 The Ascension of Christ 
We believe that God's Son ascended to the right hand of His Father and is enthroned in glory, where He intercedes on behalf of His people and rules over all things for their sake. 

( Psalms 40:7, 8; Hebrews 10:5-10; John 10:18; Gal 4:4; Matthew 3:15; Galatians 3:13; Isaiah 53:6; 1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Matthew 26:37, 38; Luke 22:44; Matthew 27:46; Acts 13:37; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; John 20:25, 27; Mark 16:19; Acts 1:9-11; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 9:24; Acts 10:42; Romans 14:9, 10; Acts 1:11; 2 Peter 2:4 )
10 Irresistible Grace 

We believe that God the Son has poured out the Holy Spirit to work alongside the preached Word. The Spirit of God regenerates elect sinners and draws them irresistibly to faith in Christ the Savior. 

( Romans 8:30; Romans 11:7; Ephesians 1:10, 11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 14; Ephesians 2:1-6; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 1:17, 18; Ezekiel 36:26; Deuteronomy 30:6; Ezekiel 36:27; Ephesians 1:19; Psalm 110:3; Song of Solomon 1:4 )
11 Justification 
We believe the elect, who are called by grace, are justified in the sight of God on account of the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ, which is received by faith alone. 

( Romans 3:24; Romans 8:30; Romans 4:5-8; Ephesians 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:30, 31; Romans 5:17-19; Philippians 3:8, 9; Ephesians 2:8-10; John 1:12; Romans 5:17; Hebrews 10:14; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; Isaiah 53:5, 6; Romans 8:32; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 3:26;  Ephesians 2:7 )
12 Perseverance 
We believe that all who are regenerated, called and justified shall persevere in holiness and never finally fall away. 

(Matthew 6:12; 1 John 1:7, 9; John 10:28; Psalms 89:31-33; Psalms 32:5; Psalms 51; Matthew 26:75)
13 Church Ordinances 

We believe that baptism by immersion and the Lord's Supper are gospel ordinances belonging only to regenerated believers. 

( Matthew 28:19, 20; 1 Corinthians 11:26; Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 4:1)
14 Sabbath
We believe that all Christians should keep a Sabbath day holy to the Lord, setting it apart as a day to rest from normal workday activities and focus on worshiping God.

( Isaiah 58:13; Nehemiah 13:15-22; Matthew 12:1-13 )
15 The Church 
We believe that the local church is under the authority of Christ alone. Nevertheless, He has appointed men to be elders (under shepherds) to represent Him as they care for His body. Deacons also serve Christ as His ministers of mercy. Furthermore, the communion of saints requires the recognition of and fellowship with other local evangelical churches.

(1 Timothy 5:17; Titus 1; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-5)

16 Evangelism and Discipleship
We believe it is the calling of every local church to participate in fulfilling the Great Commission by making disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything Christ has commanded us. The fulfillment of the Great Commission requires that all selfish ambitions be subordinated to a total commitment to Him who loved us and gave Himself for us.

(Matthew 28)

17 Creation
We believe that the Triune God-Father, Son and Holy Spirit- created the world in six consecutive 24 hours days.

(Genesis 1 and 2)

18 Eschatology 

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ shall come again to raise the dead bodily, both righteous and unrighteous, and that the righteous shall enjoy everlasting life and the wicked endure everlasting punishment.

(Romans 8:11; Matthew 25:31-46; Revelation 20:11-15)

19 Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit has come into the world to reveal and glorify Christ and to apply the saving work of Christ to men. He convicts and draws sinners to Christ, imparts new life to them, continually indwells them from the moment of Spiritual birth, and seals them until the day of redemption. His fullness, power, and control are appropriated in the believer's life by faith.

(Mark 13:11; John 14:15-17; Acts 1:8; 1 Cortinthians 6:19-20; Ephesians 1:13; Ephesians 4:30; 2 Timothy 1:14; 2 Peter 1:21)

20 Holy Spirit Empowerment 

Every believer is called to live so in the power of the indwelling Spirit that he will not fulfill the lust of the flesh but will bear fruit to the glory of God.

21 Christ, Head of the Church 

Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church, His body, which is composed of all men, living and dead, who have been joined to Him through saving faith.

(Ephesians 5:23)

22 Community of Faith 

God admonishes His people to assemble together regularly for worship, for participation in ordinances, for edification through the Scriptures, and for mutual encouragement.

(Hebrews 3:12-13; Hebrews 10:23-25)

23 Our Adversary
There exists a personal spirit of Evil, Satan, our adversary, who, with great power, carries on organized opposition to the Kingdom of God, and seeks the demise of man: he will suffer ultimate and total defeat at the hands of Jesus Christ.

(Job 1; Zechariah 3:1; Matthew 4; Matthew 16; Mark 1; Romans 16:20; 1 Corinthians 7:5 (intimacy in marriage); 2 Corinthians 2:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 12; Revelation 20)

Many of these doctrines are delineated with their respective scripture references in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith as republished in 1974 under the title “A Faith to Confess”. While we do not hold this or any other confessional document to be equal in authority to the Holy Scriptures, we do regard the 1689 London Confession a reasonable expression of our beliefs and an edifying assistance for studying God's Word, settling matters of controversy and giving ready reasons for the hope that is within us as Christians.

