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Bible on Baptism

« Matthew 19:13-15 — “Then children were brought to him that he
might lay hi pray. The disciples rebuked the
people tle children come to me and
do na yjdom of heaven." 15
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Bible on Baptism

« Acts 2:5888 0 them, "Repent and be baptized every one of
you in t orgiveness of your sins, and you will
recei e promise is for you and for your
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Cyprian, Augustine and Origen on Baptism

Cyprian - “This recently born infant has not sinned except that, being born
physically according to Adam, he has contracted the contagion [infection] of the
ancient death at his birth. Thus, he more easily approaches the reception of the
forgiveness of sins, because the sins forgiven are not his own but those of
another.” ‘
Augustine - |
sin. He call
discussing
had not yet
association
were born. :
Origen averred: “The ck has received a tradition from the apostles to give
baptism even to little children.”

2 of Infant baptism as further evidence of original
he “book on the baptism of infants”. “What we are
of original sin in infants.” Although they
Id still be condemned because of their
ey were to be baptized soon after they

By the fifth century, infant baptism was the official church rite.

Allison, Gregg (2011-04-19). Historical Theology: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine (p. 619).
Zondervan. Kindle Edition.




Tertullian on Baptism

« Tertullian’s Denunciation of Infant Baptism
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Luther on Baptism

» Practiced infant baptism and viewed it as regenerating infants.

« Expanding on this definition of baptism, Luther explained that it is not the water
that works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the devil, and gives
eternal salvation to all who believe, “but the Word of God which is with and in
the water, and faith which trusts in the Word of God in the water. For without the
Word of God, r S nothlng but water and no baptism. But with the Word
of God, it is a 1S, a gracious water of life and a washing of
regeneration E

* Luther linked
from faith in .
defined faith as “a divi hlch changes us and makes us to be born
anew of God, John 1 [: 12 ,;13] It kills the old Adam and makes us altogether
different men, in heart and spirit and mind and powers; and it brings with it the
Holy Spirit. O it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith.”

« “We bring the child to be baptized with the conviction and the hope that he will
believe, and we pray that God will give him faith. But we do not baptize on the
strength of this belief, but only on the fact that God has commanded it.”

Allison, Gregg (2011-04-19). Historical Theology: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine (p. 484).
Zondervan. Kindle Edition.

“The Anabaptists are right, the Baptism without faith profits nothing, and that thus
in fact children ought not to be baptized if they have no faith.”



Luther on Baptism

* You can’t force ing on any one, superimpose on them some required
religiou ‘hat’s how Luther started. However, by 1527 he
turnec e he was afraid he needed to maintain
oner idarity and power, political military
po\ he fourth century on, the church
bec e church extinguished
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Calvin on Baptism

« Addressed how infant baptism relates to regeneration and conversion.

« “Those infants who are to be saved — as some are surely saved from that early age —
are previous by the ord For if they bear with them an inborn corruption
from thei be cleansed of it before they can be admitted into
God’s iled may enter there.”

- As for for conversion and to receive baptism,
Calvi ants: “Since God communicated
circu th, it does not seem
absur nts, at the very
mome inding what that
sign me corrupt and
defiled na ‘mature years.”
» “Infants are [ hese have not
yet been formec ecret working
of the Spirit.” - .

son, Gregg (2011-04-
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~ Edition.




The State on Baptism

A law of the Emperors Honorius and Theodosius Il in the year 413 says, “If any
person is convicted of having undertaken the rebaptism of a member of the Catholic
Church, the on nmitted this shameful crime together with the one
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Heidelberg Catechism on Baptism

Question 74
“Shall one bapti Children also? Yes, for they, as well as the old people,
appertain to ' His church and in the blood of Christ the

redemption
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Council of Trent on Baptism

* Mixing toget ification, sanctification, regeneration, conversion, and baptism, the
Council of T of salvation:
" on of sins merely, but also the sanctification
‘the voluntary reception of the grace,
nes just.... Of this justification, the
ch is the sacrament of
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Anabaptists on Baptism

« Separated regeneration and baptism. Repudiated infant baptism, demanding that only
those people who could repent of their sins and make a credible profession of faith in
Christ could be baptized.

« Waterland Confessi

S its rise from God through Christ. The medium or
It IS generated in us is the Holy Spirit with all his fiery
) atlon of any creature. Here, concerning the
rn not out of anything whatsoever that the
we become children of God.... We
on is necessary to salvation.”

, Visible and evangelical action, in which, according
e practlce of the apostles, for a holy end, are baptized

“Holy baptism _
to Christ’s precept a

with water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, those
who hear, believe and freely receive in a penitent heart the doctrine of the holy

gospel. Christ commands such people to be baptized, but by no means infants.
Allison, Gregg (2011-04-19). Historical Theology: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine (pp.
488-489). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.




Order of Zurich on Baptism

« The Council of Ziri Order to Baptize Infants on January 18, 1525.
hel 2n respecting baptism, as if young children should not
 of discretion and know what the faith is:
glected to have their children baptized,

ouncil, have had a disputation
to say about it. As they
en should be baptized

« Thep
belief. Fe

“Here in the middle of the River Limmat from
a fishing platform were drowned Felix Manz
and five other Anabaptists during the
Reformation of 1527 to 1532. Hans Landis, the
last Anabaptist, was executed in Zirich during
1614.”
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Baptists on Baptism

* Led by John Smyth and Thomas Helwys— from Gainsborough, England. Fled to
Holland i .
Believec \ ess repentance towards God, faith in and
obed r subjects of this ordinance.”
For 10r can it be viewed as a sign of
sor vho have been regenerated

by ed of their sins and
. . %




London Baptist Confession on Baptism

« Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament, given by Christ, to be dispensed upon
persons profes vho are made disciples. These, upon profession of faith,
ought to partake of the Lord’s Supper). The way and manner
of disf lunging the body under water. Being a sign,
itm t interest the saints have in the death,
buri s the body is buried under water,
anc sed by the power of
Ct




Wesley on Baptism

«  Wesley did not eqL aptisn _W|th the new birth in the case of adults who are
baptized, L F infant b aptlsm However, he also noted that each
and e i ersonal sin and reject the grace of
Goo the m in baptlsm This desperate
sit con erS|n to Jesus Christ.

1K s not to rely upon that
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Catholic Answers on Baptism

Since the New Testament era, the Catholic Church has always understood baptism differently, teaching that it is
a sacrament which accomplishes several things, the first of which is the remission of sin, both original sin and
actual sin—only original sin in the case of infants and young children, since they are incapable of actual sin;
and both original and actual sin in the case of older persons.

baptism of infants and young children, because they are not yet capable

‘notice what Jesus said: "to such as these [referring to the infants and

f their mothers] belongs the kingdom of heaven." The Lord did not

le says that they are precisely the kind of people who can come to
S, Fundamentalists should be asked, can infants and young

? If Jesus said "let them come unto me," who are we to say

Fundamentalists refuse to
of making such a cons
children who had be
require them to make
him and receive the
children be excludeo
"no," and withhold b

and circumcision is an appropriate one. In the Old
Testament, if a man wanted to b believe in the God of Israel and be circumcised. In the
New Testament, if one wants to become & Chrlstlan one must believe in God and Jesus and be baptized. In the
Old Testament, those born into Jewish households could be circumcised in anticipation of the Jewish faith in
which they would be raised. Thus in the New Testament, those born in Christian households can be baptized in
anticipation of the Christian faith in which they will be raised.

This comparison betwee

NIHIL OBSTAT: | have concluded that the materials

CathOI|C presented in this work are free of doctrinal or moral errors.
Bernadeane Carr, STL, Censor Librorum, August 10, 2004
nswers IMPRIMATUR: In accord with 1983 CIC 827
TO EXPLAIN & DEFEND THE FAITH permission to publish this work is hereby granted.

+Robert H. Brom, Bishop of San Diego, August 10, 2004
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Catholic Answers on Baptism

“The Lord himself m is necessary for salvation [Jn 3:5]. .. . Baptism is necessary for salvation
for those to wh imed and who have had the possibility of asking for this
sacrament [N

But Goo \at anyone who fails to receive it is lost.

Down t! nd‘_hat it is possible to be saved
through e for baptism that has not yet
beeinr T
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Comparison between Baptism and Circumcision

Given only to males Given to men and women

Sign of belonging to the Sign of being saved
nation of Israel (some of
whom are condemned)

Tied to ethnicity Tied to spiritual condition

Meant for spiritual and Meant only for spiritual
unspiritual circumcised people.
people — Romans 9:6-8

According to the flesh According to the Spirit

Binding for Jews even after Binding on all believers —
ascension (Acts 15), but not Jew and Gentile
binding on Gentiles




Conclusions

1. In every New Testament command and instance of baptism the requirement
of faith precedes baptism. So infants incapable of faith are not to be

baptized.

2. There are no's ces of infant baptism in all the Bible.

CH TV R((s Colossians 2:12 itly ¢ efined baptism as an act done through
faith: ". . . ha 1 baptism, in which you were also
raised up with F working of God."

4. The apostle Peter, In his rst letter, defined baptism this way, ". . . not the
removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ" ( ).

5. When the New Testament church debated in Acts 15 whether circumcision
should still be required of believers as part of becoming a Christian, it is
astonishing that not once in that entire debate did anyone say anything
about baptism standing in the place of circumcision.


http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Colossians 2.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1 Peter 3.21
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